JULY 2008
FROM OUR RECTOR

Dear Friends,

I am delighted to announce the hiring of our new Youtte®or,
Katy Abrams. We have waited months for this breakthrpagd it has
arrived. Katy is an energetic, talented woman who seitve our chil-
dren and parish well. | look forward to beginning to work viaér in
August and ask you to extend your energy, prayer and volurgge
assist Katy in her new ministry among us. Katy Wi#gin in mid-
August.

| am also grateful for our returning seasonal membé&k&lcome
home and thank you for your commitment to St. Mary’ssmais and
ministry. We could not be the vibrant body of Christ are without
your presence and dedication.

Thank you to everyone working on the Tour of Homas Ratron
Party. This wonderful annual event binds us togetheroirk\and fel-
lowship. | am so grateful for the benefit the ToutasSt. Mary’s and
to so many outside of St. Mary’s.

Thanks also to the Stewardship Committee and thek techelp us
give in support of the Church’s mission and ministry. &lleneed to
support the things we love. Among the many organizationgyive
ourselves to, | hope the Church is central to your firzmgving and
prayerful activity.

So much to be grateful for...

In the midst of all this good work do not neglectiyown spiritual
development. Each of us must find the ways and thefamgrayer in
our lives. Each of us must maintain a growing and sustareiagon-
ship with the Divine. We know we need God’s help, directamd
sustaining love. We cannot go a day without the “soul-powet
comes through our prayer and devotion. Be sure to make iroeach
day to nurture your soul, mind, and body. We need deep i@hssit
St. Mary’s, people committed to spiritual maturity andghsi

As always | am deeply grateful for your offeringyofurself in these
and so many other areas. It amazes me as | watchnyiaistries to
one another and those outside the walls of our chulabu are truly
sons and daughters of the Most High.

Gratefully yours in Christ,

Rick



FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR

One of the remarkable qualities of the choir of St.
Mary of the Hills is its ability to adapt. The choir
has evolved over the past 20-some years from a rag-
tag group of about six or eight to a well-balanced
army of around 25, when all are in attendance. The
primary thing we tried to learn to do in the very be-
ginning was to sing in tune, in balance (SATB),
with expression and musicality, with clear diction,
and with a unified choral sound with no single voice
sticking out of the texture. We worked arduously to
listen to one another and to try and do justice to the
great music that we attempted to sing. These guid-
ing concepts have remained central to the choir's
efforts, and one of the welcome benefits of them is
the choir's ability to adapt to whatever surprising
dispensation of parts may appear at a given liturgy.

This adaptability of the choir will be tested in the
immediate future as we say farewell to two cher-
ished singers, Jan and Perry Mixter, alto and tenor,
respectively. The Mixters have made a tremendous
contribution (all positive!) to the choir during their
time with us. Aside from their fine singing and mu-
sicianship, they have helped us to corporately “up
the bar” concerning our level of choral performance
and attention to detail. Perry has tried--with |eqit
success, | fear--to whip us into some sort of organ-
ized state concerning the use of folders, the orderly
learning of music, the giving notice of upcoming
absences, etc. We have made some progress, but
we are a difficult and unwieldy bunch at times. Jan
has given us the gift of finding capable and sensitive
instrumentalists to play for some of our larger cho-
ral/orchestral works, she herself among them at
times. This is no small task, as good players are a
very scarce commodity. We remain confident that
the Mixters have made merely an “official” depar-
ture from the High Country. Look for them at even-
songs and feast days, as your choirmaster will re-
lentlessly pursue them, even to the far reaches of
Spartanburg!

Remember to keep fourth Sunday evensong on
your calendars through October. This uniquely An-
glican liturgy is a beautiful and contemplative way
to spend 45 minutes on a Sunday afternoon. Even-
song is sung in the nave at 5.00 pm.

Keep singing,

Jim

VESTRY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

(Note: These appear after the minutes are approved.
Complete minutes are posted in the Parish Hall.)
VESTRY MEETING MAY 20, 2008

(From Beth Postlethwait, Clerk of the Vestry)

Father Rick welcomed Judith Williams, our new
seasonal member. Orian Carter reported there are
141 pledges to date for 2008, and cash available on
May 13 was $53,627. The vestry reviewed the Paro-
chial Report for 2007 and voted to accept the report
as submitted.

Father Rick reported that the beach trip toiflrin
Center went well and said he was grateful for the help
from Marjory Holder and Ham Wilson. He also re-
ported that Debbie Jones will be leaving us on June
12, 2008. A motion was made to take $37,000 from
the Capital Trust to pay for the the new roof, includ-
ing labor, insulation, gutters and fascia boards.

PARISH PEOPLE

WE HAVE A YOUTH DIRECTORI!

Father Rick is ex-
cited to announce he
has hired Katy June
Abrams as our Youth
Director! Katy is cur-
rently the Program Di-
rector at Camp Broad-
stone, ASU’s camp for
gifted youngsters and
will bring her four
years of experience
there to the activities
for the youth of this
parish. She will be
working 18 hours a week at St. Mary’s beginning Au-
gust 17.

Some of you may already know Katy since she has
attended occasional services here, as well as events
like our Madrigal Feasts. She is 28 and has been an
Episcopalian since age 11. She has two cocker span-
iels (Spunky and Isis) and is also a volunteer fire-
fighter. She’ll be taking her Emergency Medical
Technician class in the Fall. She has a B.A. in English
with a concentration in Creative Writing and has won
some awards for her poetry.

Katy June says she is “incredibly excited” about
coming to work at St. Mary’s, and she’s looking for-
ward to planning programs and activities for our chil-
dren.



TURNERS BUSY IN THE PARISH!

The Turners, Joe, Laura, Joey (5 years old) and
Elizabeth (2 years old), are no strangers to this par-
ish. Joe is an usher and works with the Senior High
Sunday School class. Laura is active in ECW and also
works on Altar Guild. They have enjoyed Foyers in
spring and summer as well. The children attend Sun-

day School and the
Children’s Liturgy.
Laura is a cradle
Episcopalian, and Joe
grew up in the Pres-
byterian  Church.
They  were previ-
ously members of St.
Paul's in Monroe.

Joe and Laura
met as undergrads at
ASU in 1994 and
settled in Charlotte

after graduation. Af-
ter working in bank-
ing for 12 years, Joe
chose to make a ca-
reer change, and they

Mary’s. Everyone knows about Perry’s development
of our wonderful website. He has maintained this
website even after he began his work in Spartanburg
and will continue to do so until we have someone who
can take his place. Last year Jan was co-chair of the
Flower Committee for the Tour of Homes. We will
miss them all!

The Mixters’ new address is 617 Innesbrook Lane,
Spartanburg, SC 29306.

FATHER RICK ON VACATION

Fr. Rick will be on vacation from June 27 through
July 11. Many thanks to The Rev. Bob Browning,
The Rev. Richard DeMott, and The Rt. Rev. Gary
Gloster for stepping in to help during his absence.

A WEDDING AT ST. MARY'’S

On Saturday, July 12, Thomas Rehm and Lisa
Womble will be united in holy matrimony. Thomas is
the grandson of Marge Barrett.

ERIN KIRBY ON WAY TO SEMINARY

Remember Erin Kirby who worked with us for 10
months during her discernment for the priesthood?

relocated to the high country last August so that Joe Now she is ready to enter seminary at The Church

could work on his Masters in Communication Disor-
ders, specializing in Speech Language Pathol-

Divinity School in Berkeley, California.
She is working out of Holy Cross, and to help Erin

ogy. Laura has also spent her career in banking and gefray expenses, parishioners there are sponsoring

continues to work for Bank of America from her home
office.

The children attend school at Lucy Brock Child
Development Center on ASU’s campus, and Joey will
be going to kindergarten at Hardin Park School in the
fall.

In their spare time the Turners enjoy outdoor ac-
tivities at Tweetsie Railroad or on the Parkway. In

cooler weather, they are big Carolina Tarheel basket-

ball fans and don’t miss a game on TV or radio.

Laura says, “We both really enjoy the time with ha
the parish and cannot emphasize enough how kind andm

friendly everyone has been to us.”

MISSING THE MIXTERS!

They left officially on June 16...this family who
has meant so much to St. Mary of the Hills. Perig ha

been in his new position as President and COO of the

Arts Partnership of Greater Spartanburg for several

months. Jan has remained in Boone with their daugh-

ter, Sarah who will be a freshman at UNC-Chapel Hill

this fall. Daughter Jenny is a senior at ASU where she

iS majoring in Exercise Science and Pre-Med.
What a legacy this family leaves for all of us at St.

Erin for a day at seminary at a cost of $55. If you are
interested in helping Erin, check with the church of-
fice.

NEWS OF GREGORY BOVINO

Gregory Bovino graduated from the National De-
fense University in Washington, D.C. on June 12. He
will marry his finacee, Beth, on July 12 in Pennsyl-
vania. Congratulations, Greg!
Gregory is with the U.S. Border Patrol. He will
ve command of a post in the Southwest this sum-
er.

PRAYERS FOR HEALING ARE

REQUESTED FOR:

Betty, Lisa, Ann, Margo, John, Ellis, Loren,
Nancy, Fred, Betty E., Kate, Kristen, Mike, Sandy,
Rick, Rebecca, Max, Charlie B., Buddy, Doris, Carol,
Rudy, Phebe, Ruby, Witold K., Larry, Annamaria,
Mildred, Hazel, Fred G., Carolina, Rick B., Wenzel
Y., Charlene, Joe, John, Mike, Sandy W., Rich, Susan,
David, Dort, George, Sandy, Jim S., Joseph, Elmer,
Norma, Judy Hunt.



TOUR OF HOMES

TOUR OF HOMES NEWS
(From Becky Johnson)

Joan and Bernie Keele and Storie Street Grille
have graciously offered to provide all of the food
and preparation for the “Fast & French” lunches in
the Parish Hall on Tour day. Lunches will be sold

for $10 each, and there will be no expenses incurred

by the Tour. Thank you, Joan and Bernie.

Thank you to Leslie Temple who designed both
the poster for the Tour of Homes and the poster for
“Glorious Homes & Gardens (a morning at the
Hayes)". They will also be used on the front and
back covers of the newspaper supplement. Both
posters are absolutely stunning! Thank you, Leslie.

Thank you to Dale Shelton and Betsy Klein for
serving as our tour photographers and preparing all
of the historical photos for the newspaper supple-
ment.

Cindy and Cobb Milner and The Gideon Ridge
Inn are making “Glorious Homes & Gardens (a
morning at the Hayes)” a very special event by pro-
viding a complimentary continental breakfast in the

theater lobby before the program begins. Thank you,

Cindy and Cobb.

Bo Henderson & Ed Springs are providing the
“party of the century’--the Patron Party. Thank you,
Bo and Ed.

We are truly blessed to have so much talent and
generosity in our parish family.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR
THE TOUR OF HOMES

DRIVERS: Call Beth Lawler (295-0531), Joe Raul-
erson (295-0678), Mark Klein (295-9118) or Alex
Hallmark (295-3738).

HOSTESSES:Call JoAnn Hallmark (295-3738).
TICKETS: Call Beth & Craig Church (295-8904)
to help.

FLOWERS: Call Kay McCloskey (336-846-1596)
or Judy Gloster (295-4086) to pick or arrange or to
share garden flowers.

OFFICE STAFF: Call Becky Johnson (295-8487)
to answer phones and sell tickets in the church of-
fice any time daily between 10 AM and 4 PM, July
19 through July 24.

SILENT AUCTION: Volunteers/Donors call Judy
Domer (963-7507) or Nancy Hutcheson (898-9427).
LUNCH: Call Susie Morgan (265-0047) to volun-
teer to help in the kitchen prepping on Wednesday
or serving on Friday.

BAKE SALE TENT: Call Greta Wilson (295-
8047) to donate baked goods.

DOCENTS: Call Jane Tollison (336-982-9631) to
volunteer the day of the Tour.

THE GOLDEN NEEDLE: Call Iris Caldwell
(295-0321), Pam Ayoub (295-3838), or Annie Hel-
len Thomas (295-4964) to donate items or volun-
teer.

FLOWERS-FLOWERS-FLOWERS

This is a very special year for the Tour of
Homes. It is our Golden Jubilee, and we have four
beautiful homes to show. These homes are also
large, so we need an abundance of flowers and
greenery. Please add your name to the sign-up
sheets in the church foyer or call Kay McCloskey
(336-846-1596) or Judy Gloster (295-4086) if you
think you will have cuttings from your garden to be
delivered to the church aiWednesday, July 2%.
If you are interested in helping to arrange flowers,
please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the
church foyer, or give Judy or Kay a call. We need
lots of help with that too!

AROUND THE PARISH

REGULAR SERVICES
Morning Prayer: 7:20 AM Sunday,
8:30 AM Monday-Thursday

Noonday Prayer: 12:00 PM Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday

Evening Prayer: 5:00 PM Sunday-Thursday

Holy Eucharist: 12:00 PM Wednesday

Sunday Holy Eucharists:8:00 AM and 10:10AM
(There are no daily offices on Friday or Saturday.)



MEETINGS IN JULY LET'S PLANT ANNUALS!

The Executive Committee- Wednesday, July 9, at Let's get those annuals planted! Come to the church
3:45 PM at 9:30 AM on Tuesday, July 1. We need your help!
The Vestry - Tuesday, July 15, at 5:30 PM
Men's Breakfaston Thursday, July 24, at 7:30 AM HIKE TO THUNDERHOLE FALLS

Wild South will conduct another hike on Saturday,
ROOF WORK CONTINUES JUly 19. This hike will be easier than the first

hike...only a couple of miles each way. Meet in the

The new roof over the church was expected to be church parking lot at 2:00 PM and wear shorts and

completed by the end of June. We did find some rotten ; )
wood when the old shingles came off. That was re- shoes that can get wet crossing the creek. Sturdy san

: . : dals would work too. It's an opportunity to see what
placed, and the new msulatmg' panels were mstalleq, the Grandfather National Scenic Area is all about.
followed by the new 50-year shingles. The last step is
new gutters. Some people have asked about where the
money for this originated. It came from our small PASTORAL CARE
Capital Endowment, which began with bequests from  pjgase call the church if you or a member of your

former parishioners, as well as gifts from the ECW and amjly are ill or having surgery and would like Father

others. Rick to come and anoint you with oil for healing and
pray with you and visit you during your recovery.
FLEAS BE GONE! He’s always happy to come. Also if you would like to

be added to the prayer list, please let us know. We
have a prayer list that is printed in Sunday’s bulletin,
and our Daughters of the King group will also pray for

Pest control is not only costly, but our staff must yqoy dajly. All it takes is a phone call to the church
vacate the premises during the procedure, losing valu- 5¢fice (295-7323).

able work time. Cleaning all surfaces is a necessary job
following the fumigation, especially in the kitchen
area, adding more work to an already busy schedule. IMPORTANT NOTICE:

We all love our pets, but we simply can’t have them  If you or your group (committees, etc.) want to
coming into the church again. No matter how sure you Schedule an event in any of our parish facilities, make

are that your pet does not have fleas, please set the exsure you clear it with Beth. She will then put the date
ample for all by leaving your pet at home. on the calendar. This will avoid confusion and spaces

being double-booked and will help Bill Stroh set up
what is needed.

The church had to be fumigated again on June 17
because more fleas were detected in the building.

LITURGY COMMITTEE

If you would like to be a part of this committee
working with Fr. Rick to explore The Prayers of the OUTREACH
People in our liturgy, please let him know.

DON'T MISS THE BUS!

Each year OASIS, Inc. has a school supplies drive
called “Don’'t Miss the Bus” for children of clients in
domestic violence situations. OASIS will have a box in
the nave July 12 - 16 to collect backpacks, binders,

o pencils, notebooks, calculators, scissors, etc. You are
also invited to attend the actual event on Thursday,
July 17, from 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM, at the new Family
Erom 9 AM to 10 AM each Resource. Center bghi'nd Boone. Drug on Deerfield
Road. This event will include a live radio broadcast
with 102.3 FM, a school bus, and refreshments. If you
have any questions please contact Nicole at 264-1532
or education@oasisinc.arg

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

: Paul’s letter to the Philippi-
ans at 1:00 PM. (To resume on July 16).

James Cone’s book

The Spirituals and the BluesThis work is by the
noted African-American and liberation theologian wh
is the inspiration behind many preachers today. (To
resume on July 16).
Adult Inquirers’ Class:
Sunday morning through August 24. This class is for
all those wishing to learn about the Episcopal Church
and/or prepare for Confirmation.
Dismantling Racism Workshop: August 9, from
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Please register by calling the
Church Office.




UTO GRANT TO HOSPITALITY HOUSE
(From Marg McKinney)

In January, a long-shot was taken and St. Mary’s
helped win a big one...a $29,200 grant from the United
Thank Offering to equip the kitchen in the new Hospi-
tality House facility!

St. Mary’'s sponsored a proposal to UTO to help
Hospitality House, and we got the grant. When Lynn
Coulthard left for India, she gave me a handful of bro-
chures about UTO and said that they might be inter-
ested in helping Hospitality House with their new fa-
cilities. The projects that had received grants for the
past year were impressive, but we had an idea that ours
was impressive, too.

Lynn Mason, the director at Hospitality House, and
| talked about writing a proposal to UTO. But, what to
ask for? A kitchen! With St. Mary’s long involvement
in the Bread of Life Program, helping to fund the
kitchen in the new facility was a natural. Since that
program began (a team from St. Mary’'s was the fast t
provide meals), it has grown to include a hot lunch pre-
pared on site as well as food brought in from groups
like ours.

Earlier, Bill Parker had been instrumental in getting
a grant from our diocese to help fund the planning
process for the new HH facility. The information gath-
ered for that proposal served as the basis for the UTO
proposal, so we were off and running. | contacted the
priests and outreach committees from other parishes in
Watauga County as well as those from St. Mary’s and
got supporting letters. Lynn wrote the proposal, and |
stayed in touch with the UTO folks in our diocese to
make sure we did everything in order.

We had to submit the proposal to the diocese, where
it was evaluated and ranked. From the bishop’s office,
two proposals were sent to the national office. We
heard nothing. Then news came that of 70 domestic
grants submitted to UTO, we were one of them! “The
award is to purchase essential kitchen appliances, in-
cluding a commercial 10-burner range with convection
ovens, hood, 4-foot serving line with steam wells, and
an under-the-counter commercial dishwasher for a new
Bread of Life Community Soup Kitchen, which in ad-
dition to serving all individuals and families in need of
a meal, trains homeless individuals for employment in
the food service industry, a major source of employ-
ment in the area.”"UTO program officer is Elizabeth
Hacking)

SECOND HARVEST
(From Bill Parker)

During the month of May, volunteers from St Mary
of the Hills Episcopal Church delivered 2,300 pounds
of salvage food from the Blowing Rock Food Lion to
Hospitality House.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN

ECW DINNER

The ECW will meet on Tuesday, July 1, at 6:00 PM
with a social and light salad supper. Heather Cameron
will speak on Expressive Arts Therapy. She asks that
each member bring a photograph which tells something
important about her life.

THE YOUTH

WELCOME CHILDREN!

Parents of small ones, don'’t forget the table of chil-
dren’s books in the foyer. The children are welcome to
select a book to borrow during the worship service and
return afterward. And there is a child-size table for
refreshments in the Parish Hall at Coffee Minute after
the 10:10 AM service. We welcome suggestions from
parents about snacks they would prefer on that table. If
you have other suggestions about how we might more
fully welcome children and families to our congrega-
tion, please speak to Rick.

STEWARDSHIP

STEPPING STONES
(From Kay McCloskey)

So often | hear people say they don't like it when
the church talks about money! Yet coming to an un-
derstanding about how each of tiinks about giving
money is a crucial facet of the maturing process. What
we do with our money speaks about our values and
priorities. If you want to know what is important in
someone’s life, look at their calendar and their check-
book.

People also ask me how I got "stuck with" or "roped
into" being on the Stewardship Committee, and they
are surprised when | tell them that | volunteered. Help-
ing people become clearer about the importance of
money, and the giving of money, as part of one’s faith
journey, is something | am passionate about--so no
problem!

The truth is | am talking about the spiritual dimen-
sion of giving. For the Christian, stewardship isn't
about raising money, it's about understanding that all
any of us has comes from God, and we are merely re-
turning a portion of that blessing back to God in order
to do God's work.



HOW WOULD JC DRIVE?
(From Ken McKinney)

Jimmy Carter (JC) instituted a nation-wide speed Thanks,

limit of 55 mph on national highways during the petro-
leum crisis of the early 1970s. That unpopular mandate
has been rescinded except in a very few states, but
slowing down is worth re-examining. High speeds re-
quire higher fuel consumption than do lower speeds.
The Union of Concerned Scientists has calculated sav-
ings for slowing down on the road. Dropping from 70
to 60 mph uses on average 17% less fuel. Dropping
from 75 to 55 mph cuts fuel use by 31% per mile. On a
500 mile trip, slowing down from 70 to 60 mph would
add only about 50 minutes.

Slowing down would decrease speedy drivers’
“carbon footprint” substantially. The immediate benefit
would be money in the pocket. At $4 per gallon, drop-
ping from 70 to 60 mph would be like paying only
about $3.30 per gallon, and a drop from 75 to 55 mph
would be like paying only $2.80 for open-road gas.

What about other ways to spew less carbon? 1) Be
sure that tires have good tread and are properly inflated,
which is a safety as well as a fuel-efficiency issje.
Have clean oil and gas filters. 3) Keep junk cleaned out
of the vehicle; extra weight = extra energy to move it
around.

A NOTE FROM LYNN COULTHARD
Dear Editor:

| find it amusing, but also discouraging that we are
still in the START box when it comes to using cloth
bags to haul our groceries and whatever else we buy
home.

Here in India, cloth bags rule. You are really ex-
pected to supply your own bag. If | should forget my
bag, then my pocket book becomes my bag. Everyone

has at least one and most have two or more bags. Some

of the bags are made from other bags that were used for
something else. Some people make their living sewing
up these bags for shoppers. When you buy veggies and
fruits and eggs from the market or nails and screws
from the hardware, used newspapers, which are folded
into bags (also someone’s livelihood) carry your goods.
Yes, there is plastic here, but nothing like you see in
other parts of the world.

Are you thinking it's too much trouble to carry a
cloth bag around in your car? Come to India, and you
can see most people hauling their groceries home in
several bags dangling from the handlebars of their
bikes or secured on the baggage carrier over the rear
wheel, or maybe they are walking with the bags bal-
anced on top of their heads, or riding in a rickshava wit
the bags sitting on their feet. However they are getting
home, they've got their cloth bags in tow. So come on

Lynn
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1 Adelaide Craver
3 Taryn Barnes
Jack Horner
Marg McKinney
Roy McCraw
Andrew Hill

~NOo oA~

Mallory Coston
Ed Springs

9 Bob McCloskey
Annie Perry

11 Martha Jones
Betsy Klein
Beth Lawler

12 Floyd Domer
Bel Evans
Gideon Jones

14 Joe Dulaney
Benjamin White

16 Monica Styron

JULY

Hannah Cameron

America, we can do this simple thing for our Mother.
Can’t we?

Charlie Sizer, Jr.

17 Charles Davant, IV
Blackie Nelson
Joe Waters

18 Jim Butner

20 David Dauphine

21 Christina Hillis

McDonald

Howard Pitt
Kay Snow

23 JoAnn Gibbs

25 Ann Furr

26 Bernie Keele

27 Bonnie Henley
Joyce Mason

29 Bill Bauknight
Robert Browning
Lisa Stripling
Denise Story

16 Rob and Gae Best

20 Bill and Jorgann Rogers
25 Bill and Emily Furr

30 Jan and Perry Mixter

31 Richard and Jane DeMott

The deadline for receiving articles for the
newsletter is the 18th of each month. Send

articles to:

Meg Fary at ffary@alumni.duke.edu.
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