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WELCOME! 

We are so glad that you are here to share in worship of the Living God. Restrooms 
are located in the hallway beyond the Foyer. 

A nursery is available for children up to age five and is in the hallway beyond the 
Parish Hall.   

Please silence all electronic devices. 

“BCP” page numbers refer to the red Book of  Common Prayer found in the pew rack in front of  
you. Hymn numbers refer to the blue Hymnal, 1982 also found in the pew rack. Note that ‘S’ 

numbers refer to service music and are located at the beginning of  the hymnal. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

 
WELCOME & PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PENITENTIAL ORDER                                                    

A prayerful silence begins at 10:00AM as the bells ring the hour. 

 

 HYMN 470   There’s a wideness in God’s mercy                   Beecher 

OPENING ACCLAMATION & SUMMARY OF THE LAW    BCP 351 

Celebrant Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: 
  

The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: 
Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these."     

 

Mark 12:29-31 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

CONFESSION OF SIN & ABSOLUTION       BCP 352 

(Silence may be kept.) 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 

 

The Officiant pronounces the absolution and the people respond, Amen. 

The people stand. 

KYRIE ELEISON    S 91  
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PSALM 32                           Beati quorum  
Tone VI 
     

The Psalm is sung by the choir.  

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY               

The people are seated for the reading of the lessons from sacred scripture. 

THE FIRST LESSON                   Joshua 5:9-12 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

The Lord said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of  Egypt." And so that 
place is called Gilgal to this day. 
 
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth 
day of  the month in the plains of  Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate 
the produce of  the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they 
ate the produce of  the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of  the land 
of  Canaan that year. 

Lector  The Word of  the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, * 
and whose sin is put away! 

2 Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, * 
and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, * 
because of  my groaning all day long. 

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; * 
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of  summer. 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, * 
and did not conceal my guilt. 
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THE SECOND LESSON                    First Corinthians 5:16-21 

From now on, we regard no one from a human point of  view; even though we once knew Christ 
from a human point of  view, we know him no longer in that way. If  anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself  through Christ, and has given us the ministry of  
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of  reconciliation to us. So we are 
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf  of  
Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of  God.  

Lector   The Word of  the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

6 I said," I will confess my transgressions to the LORD." * 
Then you forgave me the guilt of  my sin. 

7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of  trouble; * 
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

8 You are my hiding-place; 
you preserve me from trouble; * 
you surround me with shouts of  deliverance. 

9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; * 
I will guide you with my eye. 

10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; * 
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, 
or else they will not stay near you." 

11 Great are the tribulations of  the wicked; * 
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 

12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; * 
shout for joy, all who are true of  heart. 
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HYMN 439         What wondrous love is this                        Wondrous Love 

(All stand as able.) 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                               Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of  Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Gospeler The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People  Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 

So Jesus told them this parable: 

"There was a man who had two sons. The younger of  them said to his father, 'Father, give me the 
share of  the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. A few 
days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he 
squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took 
place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself  out to 
one of  the citizens of  that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly 
have filled himself  with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But 
when he came to himself  he said, 'How many of  my father's hired hands have bread enough and 
to spare, but here I am dying of  hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
"Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me like one of  your hired hands."' So he set off  and went to his father. But while he was 
still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around 
him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring 
out a robe--the best one--and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And 
get the fatted calf  and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of  mine was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate. 

"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music 
and dancing. He called one of  the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, 'Your brother 
has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' 
Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 
But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, 
and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so 
that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of  yours came back, who has devoured 
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf  for him!' Then the father said to him, 
'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of  yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'" 
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THE HOMILY   

A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily. 

 

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                BCP 358                   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, 
of  all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of  God, 

  eternally begotten of  the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of  the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 

and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      Form V, BCP 389 

The intercessor says, 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 

Silence 
 

The intercessor says, 
 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without  
     fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for José our own Bishop, for all bishops and other  
     ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that  
     all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends  
     of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may  
     receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations  
     and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those in positions of public trust that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity  
     and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the  
     world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all  
     who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that we may  
     be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray  
     to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of  the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 

 
The Ministers and People exchange a sign of peace.  

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or  

     offended, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For ourselves; for the forgiveness of  our sins, and for the grace of  the Holy Spirit to amend  
     our lives, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and  
     neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray  
     to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who have died in the communion of  your Church, and those whose faith is known to you 
alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, 
but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of  the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, an all the saints, let us     
     commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord our God. 

 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect, and the people respond, Amen. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE OFFERTORY 

  ANTIPHON                                                                                                       Tone II 

   O praise the Lord, for the Lord is gracious; O sing praises unto his Name, for it is lovely:        
   whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in heaven and in earth.  
 

  MOTET—Ave verum corpus                                                        William Byrd (1540-1623) 

    Hail, true body, born of  the Virgin Mary, 
    Who truly suffered and was sacrificed on the cross for mankind, 
    From whose pierced side flowed water and blood, 
    Be for us a foretaste in the test of  death. 
   O sweet, O kind, O Jesus, son of  Mary, have mercy on me.  

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.  

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer A)              BCP 361 

(All stand as able.) 
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(The people stand or kneel.) 

SANCTUS   S 114   

The Celebrant continues the prayer, recalling God’s activity in our salvation history, the institution of  the Lord’s 
Supper, and inviting the people to join in saying,  
 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died; 
Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues, invoking the Spirit’s present work, concluding the prayer and inviting the people to join in 
the doxology of  the prayer, saying,  

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
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AGNUS DEI   S 158 

The first petition is sung by lower voices, the second by higher voices and the third by all voices.    

THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Contemporary)      BCP 364 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of  trial,  

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
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THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

            and may add  
 

          Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by  
          faith, with thanksgiving.  

MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

We welcome to communion all who have been baptized in any Christian tradition. To receive the sacrament, extend your 
hands so that the priest may place the bread in the palm of your outstretched hands.  Gluten free wafers are available.  For 
those who desire to receive the wine that follows, guide the chalice toward your lips to drink from the cup. If you prefer to 
receive a blessing, cross your arms over your chest as a sign to the priest.   
 
For those unable to receive the sacrament this day, we offer this prayer: 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, in thanksgiving for the promised gift of your 
resurrection, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, 
Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot 
receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come 
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and 
let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 
the life to come. Amen.   
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

THE BLESSING 
The Celebrant announces God’s blessing and the people respond, Amen. 

HYMN 690                Guide me, O thou great Jehovah                    Cwm Rhondda  

THE DISMISSAL 
The Celebrant proclaims the dismissal, and the people respond, Thanks be to God.  

The Ordinary of  the Mass is set by Healey Willan (1880-1968). 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                 BCP 366 

  Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of  the most precious Body and Blood 
of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of  the Body of  your Son, 
and heirs of  your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of  Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever Amen.   

HYMN 641      Lord Jesus, think on me            Southwell 

ANTIPHON                                                                                                                  Tone I 

  Jerusalem is build as a city that is at unity in itself:  
for thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of  the Lord, to give thanks unto the Name of  the Lord. 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 
 
 

The Reverend Andrew J. Hege 
Celebrant & Homilist 

 
 

James Bumgardner 
Choirmaster/Organist 

 
 

Grayson Milholin 
Cantor 

 
 

Reese Reule 
Crucifer 

 
 

Amanda White, Cecilia Grasinger 
Eucharistic Minister 

 
 

Jim West, Susie Greene, Lisa Kaufmann 
Lectors 
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ST. MARY OF THE HILLS 

PARISH STAFF 

The Reverend Andrew J. Hege | Rector 
The Reverend Samuel V. Tallman | Assisting Clergy 

The Right Reverend J. Gary Gloster | Assisting Clergy 
Dr. James Bumgardner | Organist/Choirmaster 

Lindsey Herring | Director of  Christian Formation & Communications 
Michael Marshall | Director of  Administration & Finance 

Bill Devereux | Director of  Hospitality & Facilities 
Michelle Curry | Verger 

 
For pastoral emergencies, contact The Reverend Andrew J. Hege at: 

Office: (828) 295-7323 | Cell: (336) 848-4052 | rector@stmaryofthehills.org 

P. O. Box 14   -   140 Chestnut Drive 
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605-0014 

www.stmaryofthehills.org | office@stmaryofthehills.org 
828.295.7323 

 
Office Hours  

Monday-Thursday: 9 am to 4 pm | Friday: 9 am-noon 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Holy Eucharist: 8 am | Christian Formation: 9 am | Holy Eucharist: 10:10 am      
                

 

MIDWEEK SERVICES 

Monday – Friday Morning Prayer: 8:30 am | Wednesday Holy Eucharist: Noon      

VESTRY 

 2025: Mike Austell, Sr. Warden | Michelle Curry | Burt Mulford | Sue Sweeting 
2026: Marshall Culp, Jr. Warden | Lynn Searfoss | Jim Snow | Jill Storelli 

2027: Bob Amos | Mike Matthews | Bob Rhoads | Luba Skibo 
 

Amanda White, Treasurer | Elizabeth Sudderth, Clerk 

http://www.stmaryofthehills.org

