
           ST. MARY OF THE HILLS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA 

 

THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
NOVEMBER 16, 2025 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST 
10:10AM 

 
 

A prayerful silence precedes the service, beginning at 10:00AM with the ringing of the bells. 
 

The parish nursery is available for children up to age five and is in the hallway beyond the Parish Hall.  Elementary school age children are 
invited to join in the procession to ‘Children in Worship’ during the Gloria in excelsis and return at the Peace.   

 
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 
WELCOME AND PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
HYMN 9 
Not here for high and holy holy things                                            Morning Song 
 
 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY                  BCP 365 

 
 

  The Celebrant sings the Collect and the people respond,  
 
 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

 



 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

 
 
   

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  

 
 
 
 
The people are seated for the reading of the lessons from sacred scripture. 
 
 
 



THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                          Malachi 4:1-2a 
 

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day 
that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But 
for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 

 
 

     The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
THE PSALTER                           Psalm 98 
Chant: Ivor Algernon Atkins The Psalm is sung by the choir.                                         Cantate Domino 
 

 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SECOND LESSON                                                                                               Second Thessalonians 3: 6-13 
 

 

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who are 
living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how 
you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone's bread without 
paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This 
was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even when we 
were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some 
of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command and exhort 
in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be 
weary in doing what is right. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

 
HYMN 482 
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy                                                         Slane 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                          Luke 21:5-19 

 

Gospeler     The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to 
God, Jesus said, "As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon 
another; all will be thrown down." 
 

They asked him, "Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?" And 
he said, "Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, `I am he!' and, `The time 
is near!' Do not go after them. 
 

"When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the 
end will not follow immediately." Then he said to them, "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful 
portents and great signs from heaven. 
 

"But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and 
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an 
opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words 
and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even 
by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by 
all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls." 

 
Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
THE HOMILY                                                                                                                  The Rev’d Samuel V. Tallman 
 

A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily. 
All then stand for the Creed.

 
 



THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son  
he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     from Common Worship 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively,  
 

Let us pray for the Church and the world, responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 

For the unity of the Church in witness and proclamation of the Gospel... 
 

   Silence 
  

Let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord hear our prayer. 

 

 
For the peace and unity of all peoples and for the leaders of the nations... 

 

   Silence 
 

Let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord hear our prayer. 

 

For our places of work, education and leisure... 
 

   Silence 
 

Let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord hear our prayer. 

 

 



For a blessing on our homes; for our families and friends and all whom we love... 
 

   Silence 
 

Let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord hear our prayer. 

 

For the sick and suffering and all who minister to their needs ... 
 

        Silence 
 

Let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord hear our prayer. 

 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed... 
 

Silence 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord hear our prayer. 

 

Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God. 
 

Silence 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect and the People respond, Amen. 
 
 
 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION                    BCP 360 
 

The Celebrant bids the Confession.  Silence may be kept. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant pronounces the absolution, and the people respond, Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant      The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People         And also with you. 
 

    The Ministers and People exchange a sign of peace.  
 

 
 
 
 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
ANTIPHON            Perfice gressus meos
         

Render secure my footsteps in your paths so that my feet do not slip; 
Incline your ear and hear my words;  
display your wonderful mercies, O Lord, Savior of those who place their hope in you. 
 

 
MOTET–-Cantate Domino canticum novum                                        Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612) 

 

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, and bless his name; announce his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations; his wondrous deeds  among all peoples.         

 
 
The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B                   BCP 367                                     
 

 
 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 



 

The Celebrant continues the prayer, recalling God’s activity in our salvation history, the institution of the Lord’s Supper, and 
inviting the people to join in saying, 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father: 

Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 
The Celebrant continues, invoking the Spirit’s present work, concluding the prayer, and inviting the people to join in the 
doxology of the prayer, saying,  
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER                   BCP 364 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM                         S-152 
 

After breaking the consecrated bread, the Celebrant sings and the People respond,  
 
 

 
 
 
MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination, are welcome to receive Communion in the Episcopal Church. If you have 
not been baptized, we would love to talk to you about baptism.  To receive the sacrament, extend your hands so that the priest 
may place the bread in the palm of your outstretched hands. Gluten free wafers are available. For those who desire to receive the 
wine that follows, guide the chalice toward your lips to drink from the cup.  We kindly ask that you not intinct (dip) the bead 
into the chalice. If for any reason, you don't want to receive Communion, you are still invited to come forward, kneel, and cross 
your arms over your chest to signify this to the priest who will offer a blessing.	
 
 

 
ANTIPHON                                             Introibo 
 

I will go in to the altar of God, to the God who gives joy to my youth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AGNUS DEI 
 

 
   
 

HYMN 632 
 O Christ, the Word Incarnate                                                                Munich 
 

 
 
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                 BCP 365                                                                    
 

The Celebrant and people say together, 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

The Celebrant offers a blessing over the assembly, and the people respond, Amen.  
 
 
 



HYMN 371 
Thou, whose almighty word                          Moscow 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL                   BCP 366 
 

The Celebrant says the dismissal, and the people respond, Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

 
 

The setting of the Ordinary of the Mass (Gloria, Sanctus/Benedictus, Agnus Dei)  
is from Mass in E by Jeffrey Smith (b. 1960). 

 
 
 
 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP 
 

The Rev’d Andrew J. Hege 
Celebrant  

 
The Rev’d Samuel V. Tallman 

Preacher 
 

Michelle Curry 
Verger 

 
James Bumgardner 
Choirmaster/Organist 

 
Caroline Hendren 

Cantor 
 

Renee Lyons 
Crucifer 

 
Walt Ameika 

Eucharistic Minister 
 

Billie Rogers, JoAnn Hallmark, Leslie Billingsley 
Lectors 

 
 
 
 
 



ST. MARY OF THE HILLS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

Holy Eucharist                    8:00AM 
Holy Eucharist (w/choir)                 10:10AM 
  
 

Worship during the Week 
 

Morning Prayer        Monday-Friday                        8:30AM 
Holy Eucharist          Wednesday                                           12:00PM 
 

Holy Days, as announced 
 

 
 
 

Parish Staff 
The Reverend Andrew J. Hege                   Rector 
The Reverend Samuel V. Tallman                Priest Associate 
The Right Reverend J. Gary Gloster               Assisting Clergy 
Dr. James Bumgardner                 Organist/Choirmaster 
Michael Marshall                 Director of Administration & Finance 
Bill Devereux          Director of Facilities & Hospitality 

 
Parish Vestry 

                                                                
Mike Austell, Sr. Warden              Lynn Searfoss                      Bob Amos 
Michelle Curry              Jim Snow    Mike Matthews, Jr. Warden 
Burt Mulford                  Jill Storelli                          Bob Rhoads    
Sue Sweeting                                                                 Luba Skibo 
 

Amanda White, Treasurer 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary of the Hills Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 14   -   140 Chestnut Drive 

Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605-0014 
www.stmaryofthehills.org 

828.295.7323 

http://www.stmaryofthehills.org/

