ST. MARY OF THE HILLS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA
NOVEMBER 28, 2021
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WELCOME!
We are so glad that you are here to share in worship of the Triune God.
BCP page numbers refer to the red Book of Common Prayer. Hymn numbers refer to the blue Hymnal, 1982.
Note that ‘S’ numbers refer to service music and are located at the beginning of the hymnal.
Please silence all electronic devices.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
10:10 AM
ORGAN VOLUNTARY

THE WORD OF GOD
HYMN 57
Lo! he comes, with clouds descending
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
The Celebrant says the Collect for Purity and the people respond, Amen.

Helmsley
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TRISAGION

S 100

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both
the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON

Jeremiah 33: 14-16

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch
to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be
called: "The LORD is our righteousness."
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM
Plainsong, Tone VII.7

Psalm 25:1-9
Ad te, Domine, levavi

1 To

you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O LORD, *
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

THE SECOND LESSON

First Thessalonians 3: 9-13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound
in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN 496
How bright appears the Morning Star

Wie schön leuchtet

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Gospeler
People

Luke 21: 25-36
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory.
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near."
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon
all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
Gospeler
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY

The Reverend Andrew J. Hege
A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily.

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
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The Leader and People pray responsively
I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop, Jose; for this
gathering; and for all ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.
Silence
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all
people.
Pray for justice and peace.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble.
Silence
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the departed.
Pray for those who have died.
Silence

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
Silence
The Celebrant concludes the prayers with a collect.
THE CONFESSION OF SIN & ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
The Celebrant pronounces the absolution and the people respond, Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Ministers and People exchange a sign of peace.

WELCOME AND PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY
Motet—Call to remembrance
Farrant/Hilton (mid 16 th c.)
Call to remembrance, O Lord,
Thy tender mercies and Thy loving kindness,
which hath been ever of old,
O remember not the sins and offences of my youth:
but according to Thy mercy think Thou on me, O Lord, for Thy goodness.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks all holy God, source of life and
fountain of mercy.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in
him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge
the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful every generation, we lift
our voices with all creation as we sing:

The Celebrant continues

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and
rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born
into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely
to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my
Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world.
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with [ ___________
and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Contemporary)
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
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AGNUS DEI

S 161

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
and may add
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
To receive the sacrament, extend your hands so that the priest may place the bread in the palm of your
outstretched hands. Gluten free wafers are available. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms over
your chest as a sign to the priest.
For those unable to receive the sacrament this day, we offer this prayer:
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist
is now being offered, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord
Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today
in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse
and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live
in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
HYMN 454
Jesus came, adored by angels

Lowry

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
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The Celebrant and people say together,
Loving God,
we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
THE BLESSING
The Celebrant proclaims the blessing, and the people respond, Amen.
HYMN 73
The King shall come when morning dawns
THE DISMISSAL
The Celebrant proclaims the dismissal, and the people respond, Thanks be to God.
ORGAN VOLUNTARY

St. Stephen
BCP 366
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Organist and Choirmaster
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