
 
 
 

 

WELCOME! 
 

We are so glad that you are here to share in worship of the Triune God. 
Restrooms are located in the hallway beyond the Foyer. 

A nursery is available for children up to age five and is in the hallway beyond the Parish Hall.  
 

BCP page numbers refer to the red Book of Common Prayer.  Hymn numbers refer to the blue Hymnal, 1982.  
Note that ‘S’ numbers refer to service music and are located at the beginning of the hymnal. 

 

Please silence all electronic devices. 
 

 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

10:10 AM 
 

 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

HYMN 76  
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry                                                            Winchester New 
                                                                                          

 

 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT FOR PURITY                       BCP 355                                                                                 
 

Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People      And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen  

 

 
 

The Celebrant prays 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
 

  ST. MARY OF THE HILLS 
          EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

      BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA 
 

                                             DECEMBER 10, 2023                

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
                                

  



TRISAGION—S 100 
 

 

 

 
 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

   Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
    People   And also with you. 
    Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 
way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may 
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.. Amen. 

  

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                  Isaiah    40: 1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
     says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
     and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 
     that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the LORD's hand 
     double for all her sins. 

 



 

A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
     make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 
     and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 
     and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
     and all people shall see it together, 
     for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry out!” 
     And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, 
     their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 
     when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
     surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 
     but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 
     O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 
     O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
     lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 
     “Here is your God!” 

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
     and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 
     and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
     he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 
     and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

               The Word of the Lord. 
      People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 

 



THE PSALM                                                                                                                        Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13 

Tone VII.7                                                                                                             Benedixisti, Domine 

The Psalm is sung by the Cantor and Choir. 
 

        1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, * 
       you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

        2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 
       and blotted out all their sins. 

        8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 
       for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
       and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

        9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 
       that his glory may dwell in our land. 

      10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
       righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

      11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
       and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

        12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 
       and our land will yield its increase. 

       13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 
       and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 

                                               

THE SECOND LESSON                                                                            Second Peter 3: 8:15a 
 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud 
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done 
on it will be disclosed. 
 
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in 
leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt 
with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, 
where righteousness is at home. 
 
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, 
without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
      People       Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



HYMN 67 
Comfort, comfort ye my people                                                                                       Psalm 42                          

                                                                                                                       
 

 
   

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                      Mark 1: 1-8 
 

          Gospeler         The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
    People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

                               

            The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

   “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way; 

    the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
     make his paths straight,’” 

 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

      

 Gospeler         The Gospel of the Lord. 
     People        Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 
  
THE HOMILY                                                  The Reverend Andrew J. Hege
         

 
 

A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily. 

 
 
 
 

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                                                    BCP 358 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 
 
 



God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                             Form VI, BCP 392 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively.   
 

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop, Josè; for this 
gathering; and for all ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace. 
 

Silence 
 
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
 

Silence 
 
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
 

Silence 
 
 



I ask your prayers for the departed. 
Pray for those who have died. 
 

Silence 
 
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
 

Silence 
 

The Celebrant concludes the prayers with a collect. 
 
 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN & ABSOLUTION 

 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

 
Silence may be kept.  

 

   God of all mercy, 
   We confess that we have sinned against you, 
   Opposing your will in our lives. 
   We have denied your goodness in each other, 
   In ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
   We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
   The evil we have done, 
   And the evil done on our behalf. 
   Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
   Through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
   That we may abide in your love 
   And serve only your will.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant pronounces the absolution, and the people respond, Amen. 

 
 
 

THE PEACE 
 

 

       Celebrant      The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
       People         And also with you. 

 

    The Ministers and People exchange a sign of peace.   
 
 

 
 

WELCOME AND PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 
 

 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY  
 
 

ANTHEM—O pray for the peace of Jerusalem                                  Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656)  
       
                 O pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that love thee. 

 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I  
        

 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks all holy God, source of life and fountain of 
mercy.                                                                                                                                                                              

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we 
may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful every generation, we lift our 
voices with all creation as we sing: 

                            

  

 

 



SANCTUS—S 124 

 

 
 

The Celebrant continues 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own 
image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be 
your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness 
in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. 

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. Through 
Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained 
us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the 
human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the 
cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said;  “Take, eat: This is my Body which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to the, 
and said:  “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is pooured out for 
you and for many for the forgiceness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 



The Celebrant continues 
 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and 
this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in 
the world. 
 

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with [__________ and] all 
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy spirit, to you be honor, glory, 
and praise, for ever and ever. 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Contemporary) 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
                            
  
 
 
 
 



 AGNUS DEI—S 161 
 

 
 
 

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in  
                    your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
 

MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Communion will be served at the altar.  To receive the sacrament, extend your hands so that the priest may 
place the bread in the palm of your outstretched hands.  Gluten free wafers are available.  For those who desire 
to receive the wine that follows, guide the chalice toward your lips to drink from the cup. If you prefer to receive 
a blessing, cross your arms over your chest as a sign to the priest.   

 

  For those unable to receive the sacrament this day, we offer this prayer: 
 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being offered, in celebration of your resurrection, I desire to offer to you praise 
and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await 
your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and 
Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your 
grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in 
this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

       

 
HYMN 75 
There’s a voice in the wilderness crying                                                                               Ascension 

 
 



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                      
 

The Celebrant and people say together, 
 

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

 

THE BLESSING 
 

The Celebrant proclaims the blessing, and the people respond, Amen.  
 
 

HYMN 53 
Once he came in blessing                                                                                 Gottes Sohn ist kommen                    
 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.   
People  Thanks be to God.   
 
 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

The setting of the ordinary of the mass is New Plainsong by David Hurd (b. 1950). 

 
LEADERS IN THE LITURGY 

 

The Reverend Andrew J. Hege 
Celebrant and Preacher 

 

James Bumgardner, DMA 
Organist/Choirmaster 

 

Lindsey Herring 
Crucifer  

 

Luba Skibo, Greta Wilson 
Eucharistic Ministers 

 

Renee Lyons, JoAnn Hallmark, Amanda White 
Lectors 
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St. Mary of the Hills Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 14   -   140 Chestnut Drive 

Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605-0014 
www.stmaryofthehills.org 

828.295-7323 
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