
ST. MARY OF THE HILLS 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA 

 

 

EASTER DAY 
 

April 20, 2025 
10:10AM 



 

FESTIVAL HOLY EUCHARIST 

OF EASTER DAY 
10:10 AM 

 

The bells ring at 10:00AM to signal a period of prayerful silence to precede the service. 
 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 
WELCOME & PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 

HYMN 207 
Jesus Christ is risen today Easter Hymn 

 

 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY BCP 355 
 

 

 

The Celebrant prays 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  
 

The congregation remains standing, as able, as the Choir sings the Hymn of Praise. 

Glory be to God on high, 
and in earth peace, good will towards men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we worship thee, 
we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, 
with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT 
 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us 
the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, 
may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 
 
The people are seated for the reading of the lessons from sacred scripture. 



THE FIRST LESSON Acts 10: 34-43 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. 
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded 
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and 
the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE PSALM Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24 
Chant: Thalben-Ball The Psalm is sung by the choir. Confetimini Domini 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, * 
and he has become my salvation. 

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
in the tents of the righteous: 

16 "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!" 

17 I shall not die, but live, * 
and declare the works of the Lord. 

18 The Lord has punished me sorely, * 
but he did not hand me over to death. 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

20 "This is the gate of the Lord; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 



21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the Lord's doing, * 

and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 On this day the Lord has acted; * 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

THE SECOND LESSON                                                                             First Corinthians 15:19-26 
 

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since death 
came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for 
as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, 
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom 
to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. For he must reign 
until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HYMN 179 
“Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say Fortunatus 



THE HOLY GOSPEL John 20: 1-18 
 

Gospeler    The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in 
a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and 
she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

Gospeler    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 
THE GOSPEL RESPONSE 

 

Easter Acclamations Timothy Brown (b. 1946) 
Christ conquers! Christ reigns! Christ rules over all! 

 

 
 
THE HOMILY The Reverend Andrew J. Hege 

 

A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily. 



THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE from Common Worship 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively. 

In joy and hope let us pray to our God. 

That our risen Saviour may fill us and the whole Church with the joy of his glorious and life- 
giving resurrection. 

we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter. 
we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 



That God may grant us humility to be subject to one another in Christian love. 
we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

That he may provide for those who lack food, work or shelter. 
we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

That by his power war and famine may cease through all the world. 
we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the weak and the dying, to comfort and 
strengthen them in their affliction. 

we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

That, according to his promises, all who have died in the faith of the resurrection may be raised 
on the last day. 

we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people, so that we may bear faithful 
witness to his resurrection. 

we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

The people add their own petitions. The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

 
 
THE PEACE 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

The Ministers and People exchange a sign of peace. 

 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 
THE OFFERTORY 

 

      ANTIPHON 
   

   The earth trembled and was still: when God arose to judgment, alleluia. 

 
      ANTHEM (from Five Mystical Songs)                               Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)        

 Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing, 
My God and King. 
 

The heav'ns are not too high, 
His praise may thither fly; 
The earth is not too low, 
His praises there may grow.  
 

The Church with psalms must shout; 
No door can keep them out; 
But above all, the heart 
Must bear the longest part.  

Text: George Herbert                                      
(1593-1633) 

 

HYMN 200 
Come, ye faithful, raise the strain  Gaudeamus pariter 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
 



Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the 
world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting 
life. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

 

The congregation remains standing, as able, as the Choir sings, 
 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is He that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 

 The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Contemporary) 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
FRACTION ANTHEM S 151 

 

The consecrated bread is broken; the Cantor and People then sing, 
 



THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says an invitation to Communion. 

 
 

 
MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All baptized persons, regardless of Christian tradition, are welcome and invited to receive Communion. To receive the 
sacrament, stand or kneel to receive the bread in the palm of your outstretched hands. Receive the wine that follows 
either by drinking from the cup or by retaining the wafer to dip lightly into the cup. If you do not wish to receive 
Communion, your arms over your chest as a sign to the priest, who will offer a blessing. Gluten free wafers are available. 

For those unable to receive the sacrament this day, we offer this prayer: 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, in thanksgiving for your resurrection, I desire to offer to you 
praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I 
await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body 
and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with 
your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in 
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
 

 
MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION 

 

 ANTIPHON 
 

  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us, alleluia: 
 therefore let us keep the feast with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth,  

  alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 

 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

 
All join in singing the hymn. 

HYMN 193 
That Easter day with joy was bright Puer nobis



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                      
 

The Celebrant and people say together, 
 

God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue forever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen.   
 

THE EASTER BLESSING 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection 
of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make 
you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

 
 
HYMN 210 
The day of resurrection! Ellacombe 

 

 

 

 



THE DISMISSAL 
 

 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 
 
 
 

ALL ARE INVITED TO A FESTIVE RECEPTION IN THE PARISH HALL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The setting of the Ordinary of the Mass is 
Communion Service in F by Harold Darke (1888-1976). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



EASTER FLOWERS ARE GIVEN: 
 

-In honor of our children Booker, Rebecca, and 
Elizabeth as well as our grandson Hudson  
– Peter & Valerie Purcell 
 
-In memory of Clementi & Randolph Holder and Eric & 
Walter Turnbow – Marjory Holder 
 
-In memory of Nancy Hutcheson 
 – Sterling Hutcheson 
 
-In memory of Grayson Harris Rehm 
– Pete & Sally Page 
 
-In honor of our Acolytes, Eucharistic Ministers, and 
Lectors – Mark & Michelle Curry 
 
-In honor of Lewis & Kathleen Thompson  
– Katy Thompson 
 
-In honor of Katy Thompson – John Carlson 
 
-In memory of Ed, Dorothy, Peggy and Sally Carlson 
– John Carlson 
 
-In memory of Joe Doswell  
– Katy Thompson & John Carlson 
 
-In honor of Blair, Oliver, and William Sudderth 
– Elizabeth Sudderth 
 
-In memory of Marion and Horst Galke, and Viginia and 
Bob Fogelsonger – Doug & Mary Galke 
 
-In honor of our loved ones – Rick & Beth Lawler 
 
-In honor of Margaret and John Merrill – Will Merrill 
 
-In memory of Ted Bell – Lynne Bell 
 
-In memory of Catherine Fleet – Jim Brooks 
 
 

-In honor of the St. Mary of the Hills Community  
– Paul & Karen Smiley 
 
-In memory of Mary and Vince; in honor of  
Griffin & Kaylee – Leslie Billingsley 
 
-In memory of James Edward Gibson, Kathryn Setzer 
Gibson, Robert Bruce Gibson, Peggy Wingate Gibson, 
John Baptist Talton, Jessie Smith Talton, Frances 
Lorraine Talton, John William Sanders III, Barbar 
Weedon Page  
– James E Gibson Jr & Joyce Talton Gibson 
 
-In memory of our loss – Cary James & Dayton Pruett 
 
-In memory of our mothers Clyde & Carrie  
– Bob & Anne Jones 
 
-In memory of Henry William Rogers Sr., Martha 
Wilkinson Rogers, James Frankin Bullard Louse Mizelle 
Bullard  
– Bill & Jorgann Rogers 
 
-In honor of Jamie, Molly, and Andy MacMartin; David 
and Mary Miles Brice; Sue Sweeting; Jane Meyers 
– Bill & Jorgann Rogers 
 
-In memory of Olga Miller and Phylis Spink 
– Daryl Mathias 
 
-In memory of Bill and Erma Smallwood, and Dale and 
Gladys Schilson – Terry & Susan Schilson 
 
-In memory of Maria and Mijail Skibo – Luba Skibo 
 
-In memory of Randy Hege, Bobby Schroeder, Susan 
Schroeder, Chuck & Nancy Veneman  
– Amanda, Andrew, Eleanor and David Hege 
 
-In memory of Mr. & Mrs. John R. Dunn and John R. 
Dunn Jr.; Maureen Jackson; and The Rev. Robyn Arnold  
– Lindsey Herring & Dallas Swoveland 

 
 

DONATIONS TO THE MUSIC PROGRAM ARE GIVEN: 
 

-In memory of Nancy Hutcheson – Sterling Hutcheson 
 

-In honor of the St. Mary of the Hills Community – Paul & Karen Smiley 
 

-In honor of the St. Mary of the Hills Choir – Marshall & Kaye Culp 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

+++ 
St. Mary of the Hills Episcopal Church 

P. O. Box 14   -   140 Chestnut Drive 
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605-0014 

www.stmaryofthehills.org 
828.295.7323 

PARISH STAFF 
 

 

The Reverend Andrew J. Hege | Rector 
The Reverend Samuel V. Tallman | Assisting Clergy 

The Right Reverend J. Gary Gloster | Assisting Clergy 
Dr. James Bumgardner | Organist/Choirmaster 

Lindsey Herring | Director of Christian Formation & Communications 
Michael Marshall | Director of Administration & Finance 

Bill Devereux | Director of Hospitality & Facilities 
Michelle Curry | Verger 

 

For pastoral emergencies, contact The Reverend Andrew J. Hege at: 
Office: (828) 295-7323 | Cell: (336) 848-4052 | rector@stmaryofthehills.org 

 

ST. MARY OF THE HILLS 

P. O. Box 14   -   140 Chestnut Drive 
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605-0014 

www.stmaryofthehills.org | office@stmaryofthehills.org 
828.295.7323 

  
Office Hours  

Monday-Thursday: 9 am to 4 pm | Friday: 9 am-noon 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Holy Eucharist: 8 am | Christian Formation: 9 am | Holy Eucharist: 10:10 am      

                
 

MIDWEEK SERVICES 
Monday – Friday Morning Prayer: 8:30 am | Wednesday Holy Eucharist: Noon      

VESTRY 

 2025: Mike Austell, Sr. Warden | Michelle Curry | Burt Mulford | Sue Sweeting 
2026: Marshall Culp, Jr. Warden | Lynn Searfoss | Jim Snow | Jill Storelli 

2027: Bob Amos | Mike Matthews | Bob Rhoads | Luba Skibo 
  

Amanda White, Treasurer | Elizabeth Sudderth, Clerk 

http://www.stmaryofthehills.org/
mailto:rector@stmaryofthehills.org
http://www.stmaryofthehills.org/

