ST. MARY OF THE HILLS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA

THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
NOVEMBER 15, 2020

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROUS SUPPORT
OF ST. MARY OF THE HILLS!
Your financial contributions enable this mission and ministry of this parish to continue.
Gifts may be received online at https://www.stmaryofthehills.org/donate
or via mail (P.O. Box 14, Blowing Rock, NC 28607).

PLEDGE ONLINE
Complete your 2021 Pledge Card online – HERE.
More information about stewardship, including previous week’s reflections,
are available online at https://www.stmaryofthehills.org/stewardship

Credits and References
*Liturgical references are from the Book of Common Prayer (1979), The Hymnal 1982, and the Book of Occasional Services (2018)
**Biblical references are from the Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version (1989)

MORNING PRAYER
RITE II
Join the service via YouTube here –
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSIER6UDGf9FyTvPRGs8_1A

ORGAN VOLUNTARY
A prayerful silence precedes the service.
The tower bells ring the hour.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE OPENING SENTENCES
The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and in truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him.
John 4:23

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant pronounces the absolution and the people respond, Amen.
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THE INVITATORY
Officiant
People

BCP 80

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.
All say the Antiphon:

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him.
THE JUBILATE

Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
All repeat the Antiphon:

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him.
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THE PSALTER

Psalm 90:1-12 Domine, refugium
The Cantors sing the appointed portion of the Psalm.

Lord, you have been our refuge *
from one generation to another.
2 Before the mountains were brought forth,
or the land and the earth were born, *
from age to age you are God.
3 You turn us back to the dust and say, *
"Go back, O child of earth."
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past *
and like a watch in the night.
5 You sweep us away like a dream; *
we fade away suddenly like the grass.
6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; *
in the evening it is dried up and withered.
7 For we consume away in your displeasure; *
we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation.
8 Our iniquities you have set before you, *
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
9 When you are angry, all our days are gone; *
we bring our years to an end like a sigh.
10 The span of our life is seventy years,
perhaps in strength even eighty; *
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow,
for they pass away quickly and we are gone.
11 Who regards the power of your wrath? *
who rightly fears your indignation?
12 So teach us to number our days *
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
1

At the end of the Psalms is sung

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON
Be silent before the Lord GOD!
For the day of the LORD is at
hand;
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated his guests.
At that time I will search Jerusalem
with lamps,
and I will punish the people
who rest complacently on their dregs,
those who say in their hearts,
“The LORD will not do good,
nor will he do harm.”
Their wealth shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from
them.
The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is
bitter,
the warrior cries aloud there.

Lector
People

Zephaniah 1:7,12-18
That day will be a day of wrath,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
a day of trumpet blast and battle
cry
against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.
I will bring such distress upon people
that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against
the LORD,
their blood shall be poured out like
dust,
and their flesh like dung.
Neither their silver nor their gold
will be able to save them
on the day of the LORD's wrath;
in the fire of his passion
the whole earth shall be
consumed;
for a full, a terrible end
he will make of all the
inhabitants of the earth.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE 10
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Isaiah 55:6-11

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; *
call upon him when he draws near.
Let the wicked forsake their ways *
and the evil ones their thoughts;
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, *
and to our God, for he will richly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, *
nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, *
so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens *
and return not again, but water the earth,
Bringing forth life and giving growth, *
seed for sowing and bread for eating,
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; *
it will not return to me empty;
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, *
and prosper in that for which I sent it.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE SECOND LESSON

Matthew 25: 14-30

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property
to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his
ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded
with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made
two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to
me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what
was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.
For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE 16
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Luke 1: 68-79

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the
shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE HOMILY

The Reverend Andrew J. Hege
A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
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Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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V.
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V.
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Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold them, now and always.
Day by day we bless you;
We praise your name for ever.
Lord, keep us from all sin today;
Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.
Lord, show us your love and mercy;
For we put our trust in you.
In you, Lord, is our hope;
And we shall never hope in vain.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your
Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to
come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son
to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out
your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Free intercessions may be offered.
The people add their own petitions and thanksgivings.
These may be shared with one another in the comment box on YouTube.

The Officiant concludes the prayers with this collect,

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN 600

O day of God, draw nigh

Bellwoods

THE BLESSING
The Officiant pronounces God’s blessing, and the people respond, Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
Officiant
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE GRACE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen.
2 Corinthians 13:14

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

COFFEE MINUTE
Are you missing the opportunity to connect with
St. Mary’s friends during Coffee Minute? We are too!
After worship, join us for an online Coffee Minute on Zoom.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84753510585
Password: coffee

Please Pray for the Following in Your Daily Prayers
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, José our Bishop, Andrew our rector, Sam and Gary our
assisting clergy, for our Vestry and staff, for all bishops and ministers, and for all God’s people
throughout the world.
For Donald, our President, Roy, our Governor, those who hold elected office, those who
offered themselves for election, and all in positions of public trust.
For all medical personnel and all ministering to the needs of those affected by COVID-19.
For all those affected by natural disaster, most especially those affected by hurricanes, fires,
and floods.
For healing: Chantz, Ann Greene, Tom Veale, Kathy, Bill T., Tina, Blaine Smith, Bob Amos,
Frank Thomas, Mills Poole, Pam Ayoub, Jim Ayoub, Eartha McKnight, Pat R., Gerry H.,
George Eden, Jo Barbre, Joe Dyer, McDonough family, Peter, Terry, Judy, Debra, Barbara
Horton, Sherri
***(Please note that the names on this list will remain for four weeks, unless
the office is notified that the person(s) needs to remain on the list for a longer period of time.)***

For those who have died: Sonny Howard, Ginny Peterson, Barbara Collier, Wendy,
Kilton B., Nick, Buck Bellmore, Rob Best, Mabel Jones
For safe pregnancy and delivery for: Kristen, Amanda, Claire, Kimmi, Falconer
For those celebrating birthdays this week:
11/15 Darlene Van Dyke, Matt Miller, Pete Page, Rebeka Warren
11/17 Jerry Starnes
11/18 Bob Barham, Caroline Howe Clapp
Parish Prayer Cycle:
11/15 Chris and Ginger Ebaugh
11/16 Linda Elksnin
11/17 Helen Fabry
11/18 Frank and Meg Fary
11/19 Robert and Margaret Finney
11/20 Buddy Fore
11/21 Jim Fort

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stewardship Update – Over the past few
weeks, many of you submitted pledge cards
online or via mail. Thank you! As of
November 11, we have received 88 pledges
totaling $352,591. Every single pledge is
significant as every dollar given to this parish
enables our mission and ministry to continue
and expand. If you’ve not yet made your
pledge for 2021, we invite you to do so today. You may submit your pledge online – HERE.

Rector’s Forum – In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus' ministry is oriented around five distinct
sermons. Last week, we began reading from Jesus’ final sermon. Today, we continue our study
of Matthew 25. Join us as we reflect together on these words of our Lord and their meaning
for us today. We meet via Zoom each Sunday morning, 9:00-9:30AM. Use the link – HERE
– to connect (password: forum) All are welcome!
Organ Concert – Joe Causby, Director of Music and Organist at Chapel of the Cross, Chapel
Hill, along with some friends, will offer a concert on Thursday evening at 7:00PM from St.
Mary of the Hills. View the concert online – HERE.

Communion in the Close – Weather permitting, this
Friday will be our last outdoor Holy Eucharist for the
season. To maintain social distancing, the congregation
at each service is limited to eight households/twenty
individuals and facial masks are required for attendance.
register online – HERE.

St. Mary of the Hills on YouTube – Did you know that all services are available for steaming
and are also archived on YouTube? Visit our channel – HERE - and don’t forget to subscribe.

Casting Bread – Give Thanks for 2020 Challenge - During the twenty days from
November 1 – 20, the organization will focus on the things for which to be thankful in 2020.
To maintain its ability to feed families, Casting Bread encourages you to accept the ‘Give
Thanks for 2020 Challenge’:
1. Donate $20.
2. Donate 20 cans of food.
3. Challenge 20 people to take the same challenge.

Visit www.increasefoodsecurity.org to make your donation,
donate 20 cans of food, and download tools to help you invite
20 people to increase food security.

Responding to Natural Disaster – As hurricanes
and fires continue to afflict many in our nation, please
remember the work of Episcopal Relief and
Development (ERD). ERD is an international relief
and development agency and a compassionate
response to human suffering on behalf of the
Episcopal Church. As an organization, ERD continues to work diligently in response to the
needs of those affected by multiple natural disasters, including areas of the Gulf Coast
Impacted by hurricanes and along the West Coast as communities confront the destruction of
wildfires. Visit their website – HERE – to learn more and support our efforts

Choral offering for todayMOTET—SALVE REGINA

Francesco Cavalli (1602-1676)

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy,
our life, our sweetness and our hope.
To thee do we cry, poor banished children of
Eve;
to thee do we send up our sighs,
mourning and weeping in this vale of tears.

Turn then, most gracious advocate,
thine eyes of mercy toward us;
and after this our exile,
show unto us the blessed fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
O clement: O loving: sweet Virgin Mary.

Listen: https://youtu.be/hyJoE7XuQNo
The Choir of Westminster Cathedral
Stephen Cleobury, conductor
Andrew Wright, organ
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