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THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS 
 

A prayerful silence precedes the service. 
 

It may be helpful to collect branches from around your own home 
There were, in fact, very few palm branches on the first Palm Sunday, and even less as observances of the Triumphal 

Entry spread throughout the world..  More likely, people gathered branches of whatever kind they could locate.   
 
 
THE OPENING ANTHEM AND COLLECT             BCP 270   
 
Officiant Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy 
upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
THE PALMS GOSPEL                   Matthew 21: 1-11 
 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them 
to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send 
them immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 
saying, 

"Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds 
that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 
 



When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds 
were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 
Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

THE BLESSING OF THE PALMS               BCP 271 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and 
branches of palm along his way.  Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant 
that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way 
that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now 
and  for ever. Amen. 

The following or some other suitable anthem may then be sung or said 

Officiant Blessed is the he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MORNING PRAYER 
RITE II 

 
THE INVITATORY                                    BCP 80 
                                                                    
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
 
 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him.   
 
 
 
THE JUBILATE                    BCP 82 

Psalm 100 
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *  
    serve the Lord with gladness  
    and come before his presence with a song. 
 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *  
    he himself has made us, and we are his;  
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
go into his courts with praise; *  
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 
For the Lord is good;  
his mercy is everlasting; *  
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 
 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PSALTER                           Psalm 31: 9-16 
The Officiant and People read responsively by whole verse, pausing at the asterisks. 

 
9   Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; * 

     my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
     and also my throat and my belly. 

10 For my life is wasted with grief, 
     and my years with sighing; * 
     my strength fails me because of affliction, 
     and my bones are consumed. 

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
     a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
     when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
     I am as useless as a broken pot. 

13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
     fear is all around; * 
     they put their heads together against me; 
     they plot to take my life. 

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. * 
     I have said, "You are my God. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 
      rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
      and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
     and in your loving-kindness save me." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PASSION GOSPEL                                  Matthew 27: 11-54 
 
Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not 
answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against 
you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 
amazed. 
 
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone 
whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after 
they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus 
Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that 
they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to 
him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal 
because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to 
ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two 
do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then 
what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be 
crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let 
him be crucified!” 
 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 
some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s 
blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and 
on our children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him 
over to be crucified. 
 
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and 
after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right 
hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on 
him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of 
the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
 
As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man 
to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a 
Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not 
drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 
casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the 
charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who 
passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple 
and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 
cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking 
him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come 
down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him 
now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were crucified with him 
also taunted him in the same way. 
 
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about 
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This 
man is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether 
Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints 
who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and 
entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, 
who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were 
terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
 

A few moments of silence for reflection follows the reading of the Passion Gospel. 
 
 
 
CANTICLE 18                                             BCP 93 

A Song to the Lamb 
Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

 

Splendor and honor and kingly power *  
    are yours by right, O Lord our God,  
For you created everything that is, *  
    and by your will they were created and have their being; 
 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *  
    for with your blood you have redeemed for God,  
From every family, language, people, and nation, *  
    a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 
 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *  
    and to Christ the Lamb,  
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *  
    for ever and for evermore. 
 
 



THE HOMILY                  The Reverend Andrew J. Hege 
 

A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily. 
 
 
 
THE PRAYERS                  BCP 97 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those  
who sin against us 

Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

                    BCP 97 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 



Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us 
the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, 
and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your 
Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to 
come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that 
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit  
that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the 
knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 
 
 
Free intercessions may be offered.  The people add their own petitions and thanksgiving.  These may be shared 
with one another in the chat box on Zoom. 
 

     
The Officiant concludes the prayers with this collect,  
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
The Officiant offers a blessing, and the people respond, Amen. 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL                BCP 102 
 

Offiiciant Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE GRACE 
 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.  

Romans 15:13 
 



Please Pray for the Following in Your Daily Prayers 
  
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, José our Bishop, Andrew our rector, Sam and Gary our 
assisting clergy, for all bishops and ministers, and for all God’s people throughout the world. 
 
For all medical personnel and all ministering to the needs of those affected by COVID-19. 
  
For healing: Suzanne Miller, George Van Nuys, Joe Dyer, Grace Howe Clapp, Mark Klein, 
Delores, Kat’s uncle, Dotty Shoffner, Douglas Pyles, Lauren, Carol, Paul, Jeanie H., Jo Ann 
M., Sharon, Mary, Bill, Joann, Whitney, Jamie, Dennis, Pat R., Paul R., Christopher, Myra, 
Brenda, Melissa, Tom, Vicki 
 

***(Please note that the names on this list will remain for four weeks,  
unless the office is notified that the person(s) needs to remain on the list for a longer period of time.)*** 

  
For those with other concerns:  Family of Bruce Richter 
  
For those who have died:  Jane Doswell Wade, Bruce Richter, Seth Lorber 
  
For safe pregnancy and delivery for:  Mary Lois, Taylor, Austin, Ashley, 

     Falconer, Melissa, Brooks, Kelly Porter  
   

For those celebrating birthdays this week: 
04/05 Anna Pitt, Page Parsons, Anderson Page, Zachary Page 
04/06 David Wilson 
04/07 Paul Delmonico, Perry Mixter, Dale Sandusky 
04/08 James Shelton 
04/09 Alva Browning, Barbara Ballesty 
04/11 Jim Bumgardner, Will Poole 
  
For those celebrating an anniversary this week: 
04/07 David and Posie Dauphine 
 
Parish Prayer Cycle: 

  
04/05 Bill and Joellyn Gibbons 
04/06 Jim and Joyce Gibson 
04/07 Nathan and Suzzannah Gittner 
04/08 Gary and Judy Gloster 
04/09 Richard and Mallory Goewey 
04/10 John and Cecilia Grasinger 
04/11 Betty Green 
 
 
 
 



Credits and References 
* Cover image art – Entry to Jerusalem – Traditional Greek Orthodox Icon 

**All liturgical references are from the Book of Common Prayer (1979) 
***All biblical references are from the Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version (1989) 
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