ST. MARY OF THE HILLS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 6, 2020

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROUS SUPPORT
OF ST. MARY OF THE HILLS!
Your financial contributions enable this mission and ministry of this parish to continue.
Gifts may be received online at https://www.stmaryofthehills.org/donate
or via mail (P.O. Box 14, Blowing Rock, NC 28607).

Credits and References
*Liturgical references are from the Book of Common Prayer (1979), The Hymnal 1982, and the Book of Occasional Services (2018)
**Biblical references are from the Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version (1989)

MORNING PRAYER
RITE II

Log-in via Zoom here –
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85311746862

or via YouTube here –

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSIER6UDGf9FyTvPRGs8_1A

ORGAN VOLUNTARY
A prayerful silence precedes the service.
The tower bells ring the hour.

THE OPENING SENTENCES
Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy hill and
to your dwelling.
Psalm 43:3

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant pronounces the absolution and the people respond, Amen.
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THE INVITATORY
Officiant
People

BCP 80

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.
All say the Antiphon:

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him.
THE JUBILATE

Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
All repeat the Antiphon:

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him.
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THE PSALTER

Psalm 119:33-40, Legem pone
The Cantor sings the appointed portion of the Psalm.

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, *
and I shall keep it to the end.
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
I shall keep it with all my heart.
35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
for that is my desire.
36 Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.
37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
which you make to those who fear you.
39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
because your judgments are good.
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *
in your righteousness preserve my life.
33

At the end of the Psalms is sung

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON

Ezekiel 33:7-11

You, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked
to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their
iniquity, but you will have saved your life.
Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them,
As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die,
O house of Israel.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE 9
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Isaiah 12: 2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE SECOND LESSON

Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.
But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the
church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you,
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three
are gathered in my name, I am there among them.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE 16
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Luke 1: 68-79

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the
shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE HOMILY

The Reverend Andrew J. Hege
A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
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Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold them, now and always.
Day by day we bless you;
We praise your name for ever.
Lord, keep us from all sin today;
Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.

V.
R.
V.
R.

Lord, show us your love and mercy;
For we put our trust in you.
In you, Lord, is our hope;
And we shall never hope in vain.
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Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who
confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your
Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to
come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit
that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the
knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.

Free intercessions may be offered.
The people add their own petitions and thanksgivings.
These may be shared with one another in the chat box on Zoom or YouTube.
The Officiant concludes the prayers with this collect,

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN 674
“Forgive our sins as we forgive”

Detroit

THE BLESSING
The Officiant pronounces God’s blessing, and the people respond, Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
Offiiciant
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE GRACE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen.
2 Corinthians 13:14

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

COFFEE MINUTE
Are you missing the opportunity to connect with
St. Mary's friends during Coffee Minute? We are too!
After worship, join us at 10:45AM for an online Coffee Minute on Zoom.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84753510585

Please Pray for the Following in Your Daily Prayers
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, José our Bishop, Andrew our rector, Sam and Gary our
assisting clergy, for all bishops and ministers, and for all God’s people throughout the world.
For Donald, our President, Roy, our Governor, those who hold elected office, and all in
positions of public trust.
For all medical personnel and all ministering to the needs of those affected by COVID-19.
For healing: Ann Greene, Susie Morgan, Blaine Smith, Bob Amos, Frank Thomas, Mills
Poole, Pam Ayoub, Jo Barbre, Laura Hickey, Gerry, Henry, Marquis, James S., Joe Dyer,
Melinda, Jimmy, Mark Klein, Dolores, Dotty Shoffner, Lauren, Carol, Paul, Jeanie H., Jo Ann
M., Sharon, Mary, Bill, Joann, Whitney, Jamie, Pat R., Paul R., Brenda, Peter, Rachel, Terry,
Judy, Katy, Bertha, Debra, Barbara Horton
***(Please note that the names on this list will remain for four weeks, unless
the office is notified that the person(s) needs to remain on the list for a longer period of time.)***

For those who have died: Dennis
For safe pregnancy and delivery for: Mary Lois, Austin, Falconer, Kelly Porter
For those celebrating birthdays this week:
09/07 Ron Armstrong, Butch Kerns
09/09 E.B. Springs
09/10 Ian Turnbow
09/12 Meredith Carter
For those celebrating anniversaries this week:
09/06 Joe and Diana Doswell, Paul and Loy McGill
09/07 Bob and Alva Browning
09/10 Joe and Patty Dyer
09/12 John and Christine Thacker
Parish Prayer Cycle:
09/06 Dave and Barbara Ballesty
09/07 Bob Barbour
09/08 Bob and Charlene Barham
09/09 Tom and Tina Barrett
09/10 Sharon Battaglia
09/11 Bill Battaglia
09/12 Zachary and Julia Bennett

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Communion in the Close – Services of Holy Eucharist are being offered each week, on
Wednesday evening and Friday at noon, in the Close at St. Mary’s. To maintain social
distancing, the congregation at each service is limited to eight households/twenty individuals
and facial masks are required for attendance. See the schedule (updated regularly) and register
online – HERE.
Rector’s Forum – The Rector’s Forum is beginning a new four-week series studying the
Letter to the Philippians. Each Sunday, we gather from 9:00 until 9:40 via Zoom – HERE.
All are welcome!
Tour of Homes – Virtual Tour – Our Tour of Homes team has been hard at work in recent
weeks. Click HERE to check out the newly released virtual tour for 2020 (use the password
– tour2020 – to access the secure site).
Who Needs a Change – Diaper Bank – The Outreach Committee invites parishioners to
consider supporting the Diaper Bank at the Children’s Council of Watauga County. During
the COVID-19 pandemic, this effort has experienced a significant increase in need. Diapers
may be dropped off or shipped directly to the Hunger and Health Coalition -141 Health Center
Drive, Suite C, Boone NC, 28607.
St. Mary of the Hills on YouTube – Did you know that all services are available for steaming
and are also archived on YouTube? Visit our channel – HERE - and don’t forget to subscribe.
Becoming Beloved Community - In a recent sermon, Fr. Sam called us to the work of
building up Beloved Community, here locally and beyond. Bishop McLoughlin recently
released a video about the Diocese of Western North Carolina's ongoing work in this area and
how you can be a part of it. It is available – HERE.
Our Newly Elected Vestry Members – At last week’s Annual Meeting, Marjory Holder,
Faith Jones, Chip Monroe, and Patty Patella were elected to serve as Vestry members from
2021 until 2023.

A Choral Offering for TodayANTHEM—TEACH ME, O LORD
Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes:
And I shall keep it unto the end.

Thomas Atwood (1765-1838)

Listen: https://youtu.be/g0IUevz-3lU
Guildford Cathedral Choir
Barry Rose, director
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PARISH STAFF
The Reverend Andrew J. Hege
The Reverend Samuel V. Tallman
The Right Reverend J. Gary Gloster
Dr. James Bumgardner
Greta Wilson
Joe Raulerson
Bill Stroh
Caleb Brigman, Emme Hooks, Kathryn Santiago, Jacob Smith
Megan Redford, Alex Scheurer, Chloe Shaut

Rector
Priest Associate
Assisting Clergy
Organist/Choirmaster
Parish Administrator
Financial Secretary
Sexton
Choral Scholars
Nursery Assistants

THE VESTRY
2020
Crawford Cleveland
Bill Furr
Jane Milner
Chip Myers, Sr. Warden

2021
Sterling Hutcheson
Gigi Poole
E.B. Springs
Jim West
Amanda White, Treasurer
Elizabeth Sudderth, Clerk

+++
St. Mary of the Hills Episcopal Church
P. O. Box 14 - 140 Chestnut Drive
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605-0014
www.stmaryofthehills.org
828.295.7323

2022
Doug Galke
Lisa Kaufmann
Roy McCraw
Tim Silver, Jr. Warden

