The First Sunday after the Epiphany:
The Baptism of our Lord
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“the new humanity that is created around Jesus is not a humanity that is always going to be successful
and in control of things, but a humanity that can reach out its hand from the depths of chaos, to be
touched by the hand of God.”

-Rowan Williams, Being Christian

Mark 1:4-11

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going
out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.”

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just
as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a
dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”

“To be able to say, ‘I’'m baptized’ is not to claim an extra dignity, let alone a sort of privilege that keeps
you separate from and superior to the rest of the human race, but to claim a new level of solidarity
with other people. It is to accept that to be a Christian is to be affected — you might even say
contaminated — by the mess of humanity. This is very paradoxical. Baptism is a ceremony in which we
are washed, cleansed and re-created. It is also a ceremony in which we are pushed into the middle of
a human situation that may hurt us, and that will not leave us untouched or unsullied. And the
gathering of baptized people is therefore not a convocation of those who are privileged, elite and
separate, but of those who have accepted what it means to be in the heart of a needy, contaminated,
messy world. To put it another way, you don’t go down into the waters of the Jordan without stirring
up a great deal of mud!”
-Rowan Williams, Being Christian



Other Baptism Accounts in the Gospels

Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented
him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”” But Jesus answered him, “Let it
be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when
Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

John 1:14-15, 22-28

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son,” full of grace and truth. ""(John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said,
“He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.””)

Then they said to him, “‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?” He said,

‘T am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord”’,
as the prophet Isaiah said.

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are
neither the Messiah,” nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among
you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie
the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
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